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Inside This Edition: April Highlights
 

We are kicking off the month of April with the Florida BEST Writing on our
campus and other campuses around OCPS. Join us for OCVS Fine Arts Night later

this month. We are also celebrating Arab American Heritage Month, a time to
honor the rich cultural contributions, diverse traditions, and remarkable

achievements of Arab Americans. Let’s embrace diversity, promote
understanding, and recognize the invaluable impact of Arab American heritage in

shaping our communities and enriching our shared heritage. 
April is also Autism Acceptance Month.  Let's raise awareness, promote

understanding and celebrate unique talents and perspectives of individuals 
with autism. 💙

“All In, Everyone Wins'!
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“April: where the whispers of spring
bring renewal and inspiration, and the
halls of learning are alive with the
promise of blossoming minds."
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Mrs. Brandi Gurley

Greetings OCVS Charger Family,

As we swiftly approach the end of another remarkable school year, I wanted to take a moment to
express my deepest gratitude to each and every one of you. Your unwavering dedication and
commitment to excellence have truly made a difference in our school community.

In the midst of busy schedules and competing priorities, your determination to push through and
strive for success has been nothing short of inspiring. Your hard work has not gone unnoticed, and
I want to commend you for your relentless pursuit of academic and personal growth.

I am particularly grateful for your active participation in our extracurricular activities. Your
involvement not only enriches your own experiences but also contributes immensely to the
vibrancy and spirit of our school. Your passion and enthusiasm are truly the driving force behind
our collective success.

As we embark on the final stretch of the school year, let us remain focused and steadfast in our
pursuit of excellence. With just eight weeks left, let’s channel our energy and determination
towards finishing strong. Together, we can overcome any challenge and achieve our goals.

Once again, thank you for your outstanding contributions to our school community. Your efforts
are deeply appreciated, and I am incredibly proud to serve as your principal. Let’s continue to work
together and make these last few weeks of the school year truly memorable. 

                                                                            All In, Everyone Wins!

                                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                          Your Proud Principal, 

Principal's reflectionPrincipal's reflection



upcoming events & infoupcoming events & info

Assistant Principals Week
🧡We LOVE OUR ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS 🧡

This year’s National Assistant Principals Week was
celebrated from April 1st - April 5th. Join us in thanking

our wonderful assistant principals for all that they do
for the OCVS community!

Donna Dalton
Jennifer Eubanks

Amy Lerman
Nikishia Lluvera

Kimberly Jacobson

ThankThankThankyou!you!you!

RSVP for pizza here: HERE

https://forms.gle/Bhr3RxyznTpXe5QD6


upcoming events & infoupcoming events & info

Next Meeting Date: Thursday, April 18, 2024
 Time: 2:00 PM – 2:30 PM
Meeting Link: click here

If you are interested in joining SAC, please contact
Manal Sohel at manal.sohel@ocps.net. 

Get your
Get youryearbook!

yearbook!

Current 5th, 8th graders and Seniors, celebrate
your accomplishment with a yard sign! 

Signs go on sale May 1st! Only $15 each.
Information on how to purchase coming soon!
Look for information on our website, the next
issue of the Charger Connection in May or by

calling the school at (407) 317-3327

Yard SignsYard Signs

For Sale!For Sale!

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MWFlMGUwMzctZDE2MS00MjliLTllZjgtODMzNTcwZmIzOWFh%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2230a73731-7d5a-4693-a4af-1f5d4e74ca93%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2215bb79af-a5d4-4bff-83a6-17781b017174%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NzI2NzY2MzItODhhMi00MGRjLWJkZGEtNjI2YjdiMWU2ZjNl%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2230a73731-7d5a-4693-a4af-1f5d4e74ca93%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2215bb79af-a5d4-4bff-83a6-17781b017174%22%7d
mailto:manal.sohel@ocps.net


upcoming events & infoupcoming events & info
OCPS Parent Academies - April 

https://www.ocps.net/students_and_p
arents/parent_academy 

The OCPS Parent Academy is committed to
making a sustainable impact on student

success, parenting and advocacy and personal
growth/wellness. Our goal is to empower,

engage and educate families and caregivers by
providing high-quality training sessions,

resources and access to skills and services. 

Virtual Mini-Academies
The best of Parent Academy in a bite-sized 1 hour

version on WebEx Webinar
Times may vary but are typically 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

Click HERE to see the FULL LIST of April
Mini-Academies and register.

Full-Day Conference: Transitioning to Elementary School, Middle School, 
High School, and Adulting

Registration Link

https://www.ocps.net/students_and_parents/parent_academy
https://www.ocps.net/students_and_parents/parent_academy
https://ocps.webex.com/webappng/sites/ocps/webinar/webinarSeries/register/b9cf22c7273b4342919aead3f6c6b688
https://registration.socio.events/e/parentacademy427


CONTACT US

Heather Bielski
K-8th Testing Coordinator
heather.bielski@ocps.net 

Emily Pageau
9th-12th Testing Coordinator
emily.pageau@ocps.net

Questions for the testing team? Email:
OCVSTesting@ocps.net 

Click here to view our website: ocvs.ocps.net/students/testing_info 

The website is where you will type in your student’s 480… number to find out their specific testing dates and
locations. If you know your child needs a test and you do not see them registered for it on the website, please reach
out and let us know. 

For all students, grades 4-10: BEST Writing is happening now
and ends on April 12th. We have our final Makeup Sessions
happening on our OCVS campus on April 8th, 9th, and 12th.

For High School Students:
The following exams are offered to students who register on our website based
on their need:

ACT (April 16th)
PERT (April 22nd)
Florida Civic Literacy Exam (April 24th)

TestingTesting

We are entering a very busy time with testing. We want to take a moment to remind families that all testing from
now until the end of the year must be completed on campus. Remote testing is not an option. **The only students
who can continue with remote testing are our Kindergarten, First, and Second Grade students.  

Your child will begin receiving specific emails about their assigned testing location and day later this month. If you
have concerns about the date or location your child is scheduled to test, please reach out to us as soon as
possible!  We can accommodate most requests if we are given enough time to make the changes, however, the
closer we get to testing day the less likely it is that we can make changes. Please schedule time once a week to
check your child’s OCPS Gmail account which can be accessed on Launchpad. If you’re not sure how to check that
account, here is a video with directions. 

https://ocvs.ocps.net/students/testing_info
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i09hZKEOo3jWjpQxd9a0Je4QcpHb3PYfY3xspfi2AjY/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RngtkbSaJRUThFU8C4l9_EQtNtQealnmr9SaI_CWJT8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RngtkbSaJRUThFU8C4l9_EQtNtQealnmr9SaI_CWJT8/edit


TECH UPDATES

CONTACT US

Please visit
https://ocvs.ocps.net/media_center for
information regarding devices. 

Donna Dalton
Assistant Principal
donna.dalton@ocps.net  

Phillip Sardin
Technology Support Representative
phillip.sardin@ocps.net

TechnologyTechnology

Device Collection
All school-issued devices will be collected at the

conclusion of the school year. Parents/guardians will
also be notified of the scheduled time to return a

device for their child. If students complete courses
prior to the end of the school year, devices can be
brought to the school by appointment if needed. 

Students enrolled in summer school courses will
need to indicate they have a device by completing

the form at https://bit.ly/ocvsdevicesummer24  

All devices from summer school are due back by
July 12, 2024.

https://ocvs.ocps.net/media_center
https://bit.ly/ocvsdevicesummer24


CONTACT US

Katie Ballard, School Counselor 
Elementary K-5
Katherine.Ballard@ocps.net
407-391-5896

Greetings families, we are excited to celebrate another semester of
academic achievement. Here are the criteria for Honor Roll at OCVS
for semester 2:

Courses will need to be completed by the end of the semester
according to the school calendar.
The OCPS code of conduct has to be completed and
acknowledged.

We will be awarding the General Honor Roll and Principal’s Honor
Roll.

General Honor Roll – As & Bs
Principal’s Honor Roll – all A’s

You can contact your student’s counselor if you have any questions.
Thank you.

HONOR ROLL INFORMATION 

Counselors cornerCounselors corner

Can you believe that the 24-25 school year is right around the corner? It is time
to start thinking about signing up for courses. We will be having a live
presentation on the following dates where Ms. Ballard, OCVS Elementary
Counselor will go over how to sign up for courses for next school year and answer
any questions you have. Please plan on attending! 

Target Audience - Current Kindergarten - 4th grade students
Tues, March 23 at 6 pm https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-
join/19%3ameeting_NzA3MTBjZTUtNjFhYi00OTYwLWFiZTEtZDJlNDk5ZTRjODIw%40thr
ead.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2230a73731-7d5a-4693-a4af-
1f5d4e74ca93%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22a537c813-ad7d-4062-85cc-
f5a4593aa2aa%22%7d

Tues, March 30th at 9 am https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-
join/19%3ameeting_ZTQ1YWI4ZTctNmViNC00ZWY2LWI5OTUtMWZlODVmNjNlYWI5%4
0thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2230a73731-7d5a-4693-a4af-
1f5d4e74ca93%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22a537c813-ad7d-4062-85cc-
f5a4593aa2aa%22%7d

ELEMENTARY 

Current 5th Grade
Students see the Middle

School section for
information on your

upcoming Course
Registration Sessions for
the 2024-25 school year!

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NzA3MTBjZTUtNjFhYi00OTYwLWFiZTEtZDJlNDk5ZTRjODIw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2230a73731-7d5a-4693-a4af-1f5d4e74ca93%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22a537c813-ad7d-4062-85cc-f5a4593aa2aa%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NzA3MTBjZTUtNjFhYi00OTYwLWFiZTEtZDJlNDk5ZTRjODIw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2230a73731-7d5a-4693-a4af-1f5d4e74ca93%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22a537c813-ad7d-4062-85cc-f5a4593aa2aa%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NzA3MTBjZTUtNjFhYi00OTYwLWFiZTEtZDJlNDk5ZTRjODIw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2230a73731-7d5a-4693-a4af-1f5d4e74ca93%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22a537c813-ad7d-4062-85cc-f5a4593aa2aa%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NzA3MTBjZTUtNjFhYi00OTYwLWFiZTEtZDJlNDk5ZTRjODIw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2230a73731-7d5a-4693-a4af-1f5d4e74ca93%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22a537c813-ad7d-4062-85cc-f5a4593aa2aa%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NzA3MTBjZTUtNjFhYi00OTYwLWFiZTEtZDJlNDk5ZTRjODIw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2230a73731-7d5a-4693-a4af-1f5d4e74ca93%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22a537c813-ad7d-4062-85cc-f5a4593aa2aa%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZTQ1YWI4ZTctNmViNC00ZWY2LWI5OTUtMWZlODVmNjNlYWI5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2230a73731-7d5a-4693-a4af-1f5d4e74ca93%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22a537c813-ad7d-4062-85cc-f5a4593aa2aa%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZTQ1YWI4ZTctNmViNC00ZWY2LWI5OTUtMWZlODVmNjNlYWI5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2230a73731-7d5a-4693-a4af-1f5d4e74ca93%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22a537c813-ad7d-4062-85cc-f5a4593aa2aa%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZTQ1YWI4ZTctNmViNC00ZWY2LWI5OTUtMWZlODVmNjNlYWI5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2230a73731-7d5a-4693-a4af-1f5d4e74ca93%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22a537c813-ad7d-4062-85cc-f5a4593aa2aa%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZTQ1YWI4ZTctNmViNC00ZWY2LWI5OTUtMWZlODVmNjNlYWI5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2230a73731-7d5a-4693-a4af-1f5d4e74ca93%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22a537c813-ad7d-4062-85cc-f5a4593aa2aa%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZTQ1YWI4ZTctNmViNC00ZWY2LWI5OTUtMWZlODVmNjNlYWI5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2230a73731-7d5a-4693-a4af-1f5d4e74ca93%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22a537c813-ad7d-4062-85cc-f5a4593aa2aa%22%7d


MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Matthew Ireland, 
School Counselor 
6-8 Last Names A-L
matthew.ireland@ocps.net 
407-502-3585

Jane Mills, School Counselor 
6-8 Last Names M-Z
Jane.Mills@ocps.net
407-553-2106

CONTACT US

Counselors cornerCounselors corner

Believe it or not, it is time to start thinking about your classes for the
2024-2025 school year! We will be hosting Middle School Course
Registration Information Sessions for our returning students in the
month of April. Please join us for one session as we walk you through
what courses should be taken by grade level and our course/elective
options. To participate in this virtual session, simply click on the link
below or scan the QR Code for the date/time of the session you choose
to attend: 

Target audience - current 5th graders, current 6th graders and
current 7th grade students

Tuesday, April 23rd at 9 am
Thursday, April 25th at 6 pm
Tuesday, April 30th at 6 pm

https://tinyurl.com/4u7ypeyn Current 8th Grade
Students see the High

School section for
information on your

upcoming Course
Registration Sessions for
the 2024-25 school year!

HIGH SCHOOL 

Seniors, be sure you’re ready for the graduation ceremony!

You can order your cap & gown here: https://www.schoolpay.com/pay/for/OCVS-Class-of-2024-Cap-
Gown--Stole-/Sb5CUMZ  

You can find all graduation information & senior events here: https://ocvs.ocps.net/students/seniors 

Seniors:
 By now you should have: 

completed the Florida Financial Aid Application (FFAA)
completed the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
Submitted any community service or work hours, if needed
Informed your counselor of your postsecondary plans 

 Please reach out to your counselor if you have not and need assistance.

mailto:Matthew.Ireland@ocps.net
https://tinyurl.com/4u7ypeyn
https://www.schoolpay.com/pay/for/OCVS-Class-of-2024-Cap-Gown--Stole-/Sb5CUMZ
https://www.schoolpay.com/pay/for/OCVS-Class-of-2024-Cap-Gown--Stole-/Sb5CUMZ
https://ocvs.ocps.net/students/seniors


Mrs. Pamela Thompson
(M-Rn)

Mrs. Selina Wells-Harris
(Ro-Z)

Mrs. Kecia Croom
(A-D)

Mrs. Edwige Stephens
(E-L)

CONTACT US

HIGH SCHOOL

Counselors cornerCounselors corner

Juniors:
College 101 - This is our annual presentation for you…our rising seniors! Vital information will be shared to

assist you as you prepare for senior year and make postsecondary plans. Some of the topics covered include
how and when to complete college applications and how to apply for financial aid. Join us at the link below on

April 11 at 6PM. https://tinyurl.com/j3hp7cdh 

All High School Students:
If you plan to remain at OCVS for the 2024-2025 school year, course selection for August will
soon open up. The high school counselor team has scheduled presentations to assist you as

you prepare for the next school year. The purpose of these presentations is to provide
information regarding graduation requirements, and course selections, and to share relevant

grade-level information. You only need to attend one presentation. See below for the date
and time of your specific presentation.

April 16 @ 9AM & 6PM  - Current 8th and 9th Graders  
https://tinyurl.com/44cujzbv 

April 23 @ 9AM & 6PM  - Current 10th Graders 
https://tinyurl.com/2c4m69kb 

April 30 @ 9AM & 6PM - Current 11th Graders 
https://tinyurl.com/yc6td6jj 

The University of Florida’s dual enrollment application is open and available on the
university’s website (https://uf.tfaforms.net/310). The program is only open to current 10th
and 11th graders. The deadline to apply is April 12, 2024. 

https://tinyurl.com/j3hp7cdh
https://tinyurl.com/44cujzbv
https://tinyurl.com/2c4m69kb
https://tinyurl.com/yc6td6jj
https://uf.tfaforms.net/310


Click here to see the
Secondary 

Live ESE Schedule

CONTACT US

Jennifer Eubanks, Assistant Principal
jennifer.eubanks@ocps.net

Jamie Tice, Staffing Specialist
ESE K-5 and Gifted K-12  
jamie.tice@ocps.net   
321-306-6510

Ismary Guzman Cano, ESE Support K-5         
Social Skills, Part-time 
ismary.guzmancano@ocps.net
321-306-6396
LIVE Lessons
K-5, Social Skills, Mondays - 11:00 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.   

Yvonne Martin, ESE Support K-5 ELA/MATH 
yvonne.martin@ocps.net
321-236-8520
LIVE Lessons 
K-2 & 5, ELA, Mondays- 1:00 p.m. 
K-2 & 5, MATH, Mondays- 2:00 p.m.
5th MATH, Tuesdays - 2:00 p.m. 
3-5 ELA, Fridays - 10:00 a.m.  
3-5 MATH, Fridays- 11:00 a.m.  

Kathleen Jackson, Gifted K-5 and 9-12
kathleen.jackson@ocps.net
407- 439-0299
LIVE Lessons - Mondays
Gifted K-2 - 10:45 a.m.
Gifted 3-5 - 11: 30 a.m. 

Carrie Kroeplin, Staffing Specialist
ESE 6-12
carolyn.voll@ocps.net
407-588-9232

Penny Epifano, ESE Resource
Learning Strategies 9-12  
Unique Skills ELA 9-12 
Social Skills 9-12 
penelope.epifano@ocps.net
321-326-5341

Bebe Schlechte, ESE Resource
Learning Strategies 6-8 
Unique Skills ELA 6-8 
Social Skills 6-8
mary.schlechte@ocps.net 
321-248-5122

Jodi Keyek, ESE Resource
Unique Skills MATH 6-12
jodi.keyek@ocps.net
321-410-8660

Stephanie Leisher, Gifted 6-8
stephanie.leisher@ocps.net
321- 236-8124

Vianny Gordon 
Speech Language Pathologist K - 12
Vianny.Gordon@ocps.net

CONTACT US

ESE Resources: Tools for Families
Autism Key: The Autism Friend Finder Program is a unique system that will allow visitors to submit basic contact
information through a web-based portal. The data is then shared with anyone residing within a 35-mile radius of their
postal zip code. The information will allow individuals facing similar challenges to connect with others in their community.

College Resources for Students with Disabilities Guide: Reviews several technologies and advocate groups available to
students who face various disabilities and includes tips and resources to help students transition from college to career.

College Guide for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Students: A guide offering key strategies, resources, scholarships & more for
deaf and hard of hearing students entering higher education.

How Myths About Learning Disabilities Rob Many of Their Potential to Succeed and Contribute in School and in the
Workplace: This white paper details how learning disabilities rob many of their potential to succeed and contribute in
school and in the workplace.

IDEA Early Childhood Policy and Practices Guide: This booklet assists early childhood general educators, early
childhood special educators, related service providers, parents, administrators and others in understanding what IDEA
now requires for young children with disabilities ages birth through five years old and their families.

Understanding the Every Student Succeeds Act: This guide aims to help parents understand the flexibility provided in
the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) and advocate for better education for their children.

CARD & PALS Calendar
Events, trainings, and programs offered by UCF Center for Autism & Related Disabilities (UCF-CARD) and Providing Autism
Links & Support (PALS, UCF CARD’s Supporting Nonprofit).To participate in PALS programs and or events individuals MUST
be registered with UCF CARD and meet criteria for the program, if required.
For more information call 407.823.6020 or consult with your UCF CARD Autism Disorder Specialist.

ese departmentese department

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFlAOchwWA/iF-NepIdYstadj4btBilUw/view?utm_content=DAFlAOchwWA&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFlAOchwWA/iF-NepIdYstadj4btBilUw/view?utm_content=DAFlAOchwWA&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFlAOchwWA/iF-NepIdYstadj4btBilUw/view?utm_content=DAFlAOchwWA&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFlAOchwWA/iF-NepIdYstadj4btBilUw/view?utm_content=DAFlAOchwWA&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink
mailto:jennifer.eubanks@ocps.net
mailto:jamie.tice@ocps.net
mailto:ismary.guzmancano@ocps.net
mailto:yvonne.martin@ocps.net
mailto:kathleen.jackson@ocps.net
mailto:carolyn.voll@ocps.net
mailto:penelope.epifano@ocps.net
mailto:mary.schlechte@ocps.net
mailto:jodi.keyek@ocps.net
mailto:stephanie.leisher@ocps.net
mailto:Vianny.Gordon@ocps.net
http://www.autismkey.com/
http://www.affordablecollegesonline.org/college-resource-center/resources-for-students-with-disabilities/
http://www.bestcolleges.com/resources/college-planning-for-deaf-and-hard-of-hearing-students/
https://www.pta.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/idalda-whitepaper-final.pdf
https://www.pta.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/idalda-whitepaper-final.pdf
http://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED448569
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/essa-flex.pdf


ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS

ELL Student Spotlight: Valerie Gomez Acosta
Valerie is an 11th grader with OCVS. She has
already completed 2 of her core classes for
Segment 2. Valerie has excellent work habits.
She is always ahead of pace and
communicates well with her teachers. She has
expressed interest in studying law in the
future. Valerie has developed a plan for
completing high school and beyond! Valerie is
an excellent representative of a successful ELL
student at OCVS.

esol departmentesol department

Schools celebrate Arab American Heritage
Month to honor and recognize the contributions
and rich cultural heritage of Arab Americans to

the United States. By dedicating a month, April, to
celebrating Arab American heritage, schools aim

to promote understanding, respect, and
appreciation for Arab American culture, history,
and achievements among students, educators,
and the broader community. This celebration
provides an opportunity for students to learn

about the diverse experiences, traditions, and
contributions of Arab Americans, fostering

inclusivity, diversity, and cultural appreciation
within the school environment.



ELA 

Ms. Carol Gorbea-Lorenzo
Grades K-3
321-306-6563
carol.gorbea-lorenzo@ocps.net

Mrs. Marie Owens
Grades 4-8
321-236-8267
marie.owens@ocps.net

Mrs. Alexandra Sainte
Grades 9-12
407-801-4371
alexandra.sainte@ocps.net

CONTACT US - READING COACHES

Offered to ALL Full Time OCVS Students: Offered EXCLUSIVELY to Homeroom Reading Students:

Weekly Test Prep. Sessions
Weekly Open Reading Labs 

K-5: Exact Path (Tues 6:30am &
6:30pm, Thurs 1pm) 

tinyurl.com/OpenLab2324
6-12: Khan Academy (Tues 10 am) 

tinyurl.com/SainteLiveLink
Fun Friday: Book Bites (excludes 3rd
Friday of each month)

Weekly Standard-Based ELA Live Lessons
Weekly Open ELA Study Hall
1:1 ELA Tutoring (by appointment)
MTSS Tier 3 Intervention (invite only)
Junior/Senior Face-to-Face Test Prep Boot Camp
(invite only)

For K-8 Reading
Support:

For High School Reading
Support:

The Reading Coaches hope to see ALL students in a live session soon! Don’t miss out!
Please don’t hesitate to contact your grade-level ELA Coach for more details about the support offered!

ALL 3rd, 4th, and 5th Graders - every Wednesday at 9 am https://tinyurl.com/FASTPrepEL2324
ALL 6th, 7th, and 8th Graders - every Wednesday at 10:15 am https://tinyurl.com/FASTPrepMiddle2324
ALL 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th Graders - FAST/ SAT/ ACT Test Prep Sessions - tinyurl.com/SainteLiveLink 

Mondays at 10 am and 2 pm

Coaches CornerCoaches Corner

All students are encouraged to
attend the open reading labs

for Exact Path and Khan
Academy!

Scan your grade-level QR
code to the left for more
information about Reading
Support, including live
links and schedules:

The Reading Coaches hope to see ALL students in a live session soon! Don’t
miss out!
Please remember: Per the OCVS Student/Parent Handbook, it is an
expectation that all Homeroom-enrolled students attend live lessons and/or
test prep sessions each week.

Please don’t hesitate to contact your grade-level ELA Coach for more details
about the support offered!

mailto:carol.gorbea-lorenzo@ocps.net
mailto:marie.owens@ocps.net
mailto:alexandra.sainte@ocps.net
http://tinyurl.com/OpenLab2324
http://tinyurl.com/SainteLiveLink
https://tinyurl.com/FASTPrepEL2324
https://tinyurl.com/FASTPrepMiddle2324
http://tinyurl.com/SainteLiveLink


MATH 
Mrs. Fresia Urdaneta
Grades K-4
321.307.9098
fresia.urdaneta@ocps.net

Mrs. Tabitha Lum
Grades 5-8
407.553.2265
TLum1@orange.flvs.net

Mrs. Celita Williams
Algebra 1 and HS Test Prep
321.234.5693
celita.mitchell@ocps.net

Mrs. Jill Barnes
All HS Math except Algebra 1
321.236.4931
kimberly.barnes@ocps.net

CONTACT US - MATH COACHES

Grades 9-12
Juniors and Seniors - testing season is upon us. Attend a LIVE test prep session with Ms. Williams
or Ms. Barnes on Tuesday, Wednesday, and/or Thursdays @ 2PM.

Grades K-5
Keep working in Reflex Math!

The goal is 3 green lights per week. 
You will see the green light in the top right corner of your screen. When the light is green, it means
you met your goal for the day. It’s important to keep working until you see GREEN.

Grades 5-8
5 fun resources for expanding your learning:

IXL allows you to complete 10 free questions a day. https://www.ixl.com/1.
Math Antics provides videos with super clear explanations and visuals. https://mathantics.com/2.
Prodigy Math is a game-based practice resource. https://www.prodigygame.com/main-en/3.
ST Math has some cool games to review your skills. https://www.stmath.com/play4.
Math TV has great Basic Math videos. https://mathtv.com/5.

Coaches CornerCoaches Corner
TEST season has arrived. Here are two great strategies for preparing for tests.

When practicing new skills or reviewing
skills for upcoming tests, think about the
10-24-7 rule. This rule was developed as
a result of scientific studies of the brain.

Research shows that taking a
practice test is one of the best

ways to prepare. 
Follow these steps:

Find practice tests in tools like
Khan Academy and IXL OR ask
your teacher for a resource.
Set aside time to take the test.
Try to make your environment
similar to test day.
Identify the questions you get
right and celebrate!
Identify the questions you
miss and find instruction and
practice to help with those
skills. Ask your teacher or
coach for help.

REPEAT the process the following week.

mailto:fresia.urdaneta@ocps.net
mailto:TLum1@orange.flvs.net
mailto:celita.mitchell@ocps.net
mailto:kimberly.barnes@ocps.net
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NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY 

NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY 

Our extraordinary NHS Officers continue to
facilitate our monthly meetings. In March, we began

our committee work with leaders and members
collaborating on additional community service
organizations. In addition to wrapping up our
monthly community service project at Second

Harvest Food Bank in April, we will be expanding
our service into three other organizations: Give Kids

the World, Clean the World, and Children’s Home
Society of Florida. Want to help? Click on the links

to access ways to help these amazing
organizations!  

NATIONAL ELEMENTARY HONOR SOCIETY 

OCVS Clubs NewsOCVS Clubs News

Congratulations to all the students who have
met the eligibility criteria for membership

consideration! It's truly commendable to have
achieved a cumulative GPA of 3.5 and

demonstrated exceptional standards of service,
leadership, and character. Your dedication and

hard work have not gone unnoticed.

After careful evaluation by the faculty council,
consisting of five esteemed members of the

OCVS faculty appointed by the chapter adviser,
we are thrilled to announce that 16 students

have been considered for membership this year. 

We are excited to formally induct the following
students into our chapter on April 11th, marking

the beginning of your official journey as
members. Congratulations on this well-deserved

achievement!

Our NEHS members have been busy helping the community
both virtually and in person. During our March meeting,

students created digital cards with words of
encouragement for our 4th and 5th grade students taking

the writing exam. In addition, several of our members
volunteered at Clean the World, where they packaged soap

that will be donated globally through the WASH
Foundation. We are so proud of our Chargers for making a

difference. 

https://www.gktw.org/start.php
https://www.gktw.org/start.php
https://cleantheworld.org/
https://chsfl.org/
https://chsfl.org/


SCIENCE CLUB

OCVS Clubs News (continued)OCVS Clubs News (continued)

OCVS Science Club met up at SeaWorld on March 8th to celebrate Sea World's first year of STEM
days! Students got a chance to calculate dolphin speed, talk to trainers and ask questions with
behavioral training and marine conservation efforts. Students also got to tour Sea World's Veterinary
Hospital and learn about local rehabilitation efforts locally. Such a great day of Science Fun! 



BLACK STUDENT UNION

ELEMENTARY CHESS CLUB
INTERNATIONAL CLUB

Do you love word games, spelling, or reading? If so, the
Spelling Stars Club is perfect for you! The Spelling Bee has
ended, but we are still meeting and are looking for
students (in grades 3 through 8) who would like to be part
of our club. If you are interested in joining the Spelling
Stars Club, please contact us via text at 321-234-5693 or
email at celita.mitchell@ocps.net.

We’d love to have you join our next club meeting! 🙂

Mrs. Williams, Club Sponsor

SPELLING STARS CLUB

OCVS Clubs News (continued)OCVS Clubs News (continued)

The OCVS Elementary Chess Club met on Thursday,
April 4th and had a great meeting. You can still join
us! Our next meeting will be Thursday May 2nd at
3:00PM. Please join us at the following link.
Students are encouraged to log onto ChessKid
through their Launchpad. ChessKid is a free app for
all OCPS students and offers a variety of Chess
lessons, puzzles and games. Students can play chess
against a computer or another student. Students will
have access to ChessKid during the summer. 

The Black Student Union has had an amazing school year
filled with exciting activities but it’s time to wind down
and prepare for next school year. However, we want to
end this school year with a bang. Join us for our virtual
meeting Wednesday, Apr.10th at 2pm
https://bit.ly/ocvsbsu to discuss the details. . 

 If you would like to join this club for our 6th-12th
graders please complete this form:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd7UbgZ
1t4czrlHrMCmlROtMfw84V5PFd0NpiiBIINxH4i_xw/vie
wform

We are planning for Elementary to have their own club
next school year…YAY!!

If you have any questions or concerns you can contact
Mrs. Parker monique.parker@ocps.net or  Ms. Garsh
sara.garsh@ocps.net.  Follow us on Instagram
@ocvsbsu

Are you interested in learning more about other
cultures and sharing your own cultural
experiences?  The International Club is looking
for students who would like to be part of this
team of students who are curious and excited
about other countries and cultures. Let's
connect!  Send us a message at 407-553-2604
or sulamita.ruiz@ocps.net 
We look forward to hearing from you soon :) 
Club sponsors: Ms. Ruiz and Mrs. Davitt
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DO SOMETHING CLUB

OCVS Clubs News (continued)OCVS Clubs News (continued)

In March, the Do Something
Club volunteered at a new

location: UP (United Against
Poverty). We cleaned the

grocery store shelves, which
was truly a labor of love! Not

one complaint from this
amazing group who worked

so hard in this environment!
So proud of our families who

came out and served our
community! 

Please note: this is the last event
of the school year. Club has one
more meeting in April and then
will resume in September 2024.
Thank you for an amazing year!  



Literacy Committee
CONTACT US

Literacy CommitteeLiteracy Committee

In celebration of Poetry Month, our Literacy Committee is delighted to announce a special poetry event in
conjunction with the OCVS Fine Arts Night happening on April 25th at 5:00 p.m. Students, don't miss the
opportunity to showcase your talent by submitting your original poetry by April 19th. You can submit your

poems at the following link: OCVS Poetry Submission. Selected poems will be displayed during the Fine Arts
Night, where students may also have the chance to read their work aloud if they wish. 

Join us on campus for an evening filled with creativity and inspiration.

Arab American Heritage Month
April is Arab American Heritage Month! This month is dedicated

to celebrating the rich culture and contributions of Arab
Americans, both past and present. It is also a time for us to

challenge stereotypes and prejudices. To mark this occasion, we
encourage you to explore E-books by prominent Arabian authors

such as Susan Muaddi Darraj, Hena Khan, and Asma Mobin-
Uddin, available on the Sora app. Discover these and other          

e-books by visiting launch.ocps.net!

Have a wonderful month filled with poetry, celebration, and
learning!

https://bit.ly/OCVSpoetry


Congratulations to our Top Ten OCVS Seniors, Class of 2024! Your remarkable academic
achievements and exceptional dedication to excellence have led to this outstanding recognition.

Your hard work, perseverance, and passion have set an example for all of us to follow. We are so proud of everything
you have accomplished. Keep up the great work and continue to pursue your dreams with the same determination and
drive that has brought you this far. We know that you will go on to achieve amazing things and make a difference in the

world. Congratulations again on this incredible achievement!

#1 Alex Flores #2 Alexander Borrero

#4 Kartik Mandla #5 Mireya Andrade#3 Abbie Lemire

#9 Makenzi Andrews

#7 Colin Holmes#6 Renee Anderson

#8 Joao Kaminski Borba Ferreria #9 Moriah Manning

Student Spotlights: OCVS TOP TEN SENIORSStudent Spotlights: OCVS TOP TEN SENIORS



S.A.F.E. SPACE

CONTACT ME

Jenna Faber
SAFE Coordinator
Jenna.Faber@ocps.net 
321-234-4791

Dear OCVS Families,
Orange County Public Schools invites all students in grades 6-12 and all families
with a student in grades K-12 to participate in the 2024 Annual Stakeholder
Survey. These surveys offer valuable feedback as OCPS works to ensure every
student has a promising and successful future.
What topics will be covered in the surveys?

Student surveys will ask students about their thoughts on school climate, their
sense of belonging, and teacher-student relationships.
Family surveys will ask you about your thoughts on school climate, how easy it
is to engage with our school, and how well we meet your child’s needs and
expectations.

When will my child take their survey?
The student survey window is March 04 – April 12, 2024.
OCVS full-time students in grades 6-12 may be invited to take the survey
during a live lesson or on their own time at home.

Is this survey mandatory?
No, this survey is completely voluntary. Families can click on this link to the
2024 Annual Stakeholder Survey Non-Participation Form at any point during
the survey window to notify Orange County Public School of their decision to
not participate. Surveys completed before completing the non-participation
form will not be reported. 

How can I take the family survey?
The family survey window is March 04 – April 12, 2024
Families can access the anonymous link to complete the survey at
bit.ly/ocpsfamily
The family survey is available in English, Spanish, Haitian Creole, Vietnamese,
Arabic, and Portuguese and will take approximately 10 minutes to complete. 

What if I have students at different OCPS schools or multiple students at the
same school?

Families are encouraged to complete one survey for each school in which they
have a child attending. If you have multiple children here at OCVS, you should
think about the experiences of your older child with us as you complete the
survey.

Who can I contact if I have any questions?
 Please contact Jenna Faber at Jenna.Faber@ocps.net

Your voice matters! Thank you for your participation!

s.a.f.e. Corners.a.f.e. Corner
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CONTACT US

Laynie Foskett
Laynie.Foskett@ocps.net

Megan Tousignant
Megan.Tousignant@ocps.net 

Additions Volunteer Sign-Up: How to become an OCVS Additions Volunteer

Step 1:
Click on this link. 

It will take you to the ADDitions School Volunteers page
for OCPS

Click on the blue box

Step 2:
Click on the circle labeled Volunteers

Step 3:
Look for the School Dropdown menus, and find Orange

County Virtual School.
Click on the opportunity labeled #1- Become an ADDitions

School Volunteer 2023-24 with ORANGE COUNTY
VIRTUAL SCHOOL

Step 4: SIGNUP

Build relationships between businesses/ organizations and schools that enhance student learning and provide students
with even more opportunities for success.

Own a business that would benefit from supporting OCVS?
 

Sign up here:

https://ocps.samaritan.com/custom/503/volunteer_home
Or Contact Laynie.Foskett@ocps.net and Megan.Tousignant@ocps.net 

Partners in EdPartners in Ed
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